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In striking down the Obama administration’s hydraulic
fracturing rule that would have put more regulations on
hydraulic fracturing on federal lands, Judge Scott Around The Oil Patch | Paid Content
Skavdahl in the U.S. District Court of Wyoming got it

right for the environment.

When it comes to oil and gas production, each state is Er AT
different because the geology, regulatory frameworks, PRESSURE, P56
infrastructure, economics, industries, tax laws and % v
political climate are different. One size does not fit all.

|
State regulators and policymakers have more ,E_
Courtesy Photo experience, expertise and local knowledge than the H
federal government does. Thus, states are better at g
H ensuring that industry, government and other
Scott W. Tinker 9 v

stakeholders work together to produce oil and gas;
protect the land, water and air; disclose the composition

of frac fluids; and provide a local tax base that allows 1
»  for further environmental protection in the state. GaS Llft Offe rs
reliability and
State primacy is the best solution for the environment in -
this case and other issues as well. Should agricultural effeCtlven ess

practices in Florida follow the exact standards as those

in Oregon? Should Colorado be told it cannot sell =
marijuana? Should New York be required to allow Gas Lift, one of the oldest methods of improving
fracturing in the Marcellus Shale? Are there cases production, is generating more interest due to its

where federal regulation makes sense? Of course. For reliability and effectiveness.
example particulate pollution, or safety standards for
food, which cross state boundaries.
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Is the state oil and gas regulatory process perfect? Of More From Around The Oil Patch

Annu ities - course not. That is why state regulators share best | Paid Content
practices and experiences and are always improving. ) Summit ESP’s high volume gas separator boosts
= Are all states prepared today to regulate oil and gas? profits by minimizing down time, increasing
Frlend or Foe for Your No. But does that justify the Interior Department’s prod_uctlon, |mprOV|.ng gas pressure d_raw—down
statement that Judge Skavdahl’s ruling “prevents » Family-owned Basin Packer makes, installs and

Retlreme I'I't P |3I"II'III'Ig? regulators from using 21st century standards to ensure services packers and hydrostatic bailers

that oil and gas operations are conducted safely and » Automation cuts costs by letting you remotely
If you have a $500,000

A i . . monitor and control your wells
responsibly on public and tribal lands?” No, it does not. 4

H There are local, and mostly temporary, effects of
portro"ol ﬁnd OUt hOW drilling, such as increased noise, dust, roads and lights.
H'H On rare occasion, wells can leak methane through
annurtles can be COStIY! surface casing designed to protect groundwater; valves

restricting and detrimental can leak methane; and surface storage pits can leak

water. Also on rare occasion, pressure from disposal of
produced water deep in the earth can cause a natural

to YOUF rEtirement- fault to shift sooner than it would have on its own,

creating a low-magnitude earthquake.

Are these environmental impacts acceptable? No. The
Click Here to Download Your Guidel industry must continue to improve, and it does. Are the
impacts large-scale and systemic? No. They are local,
and they are the exception. Of course, understanding
FISHER INVESTMENTS® the rarity doesn't help if such an event happens in your
backyard, any more than would occurrences of
contamination from an industrial-scale chicken farm or a
chemical battery, fertilizer, or solar-panel manufacturing plant.

Do we have energy options better than oil and natural gas that can be deployed immediately? Some say yes, but
that is mostly a political answer. Thermodynamics are less definitive. To replace 50 percent of baseload coal,
natural gas and nuclear-generated electricity with intermittent solar and wind power is a massive undertaking,
because these alternatives are very low-density sources of energy. Collecting and converting them into dense,
useful energy will result in environmental impacts on a major scale, including construction, mining, land use,
power lines, shipping and transport, chemical-battery manufacturing, waste disposal, bird kills, and other forms of
heavy industry. Unfortunately, scale matters. No form of energy is environmentally perfect.

As we consider energy, the economy and the environment, and how to improve all three, it is best to remain
objective, fact-based and educated. Balanced research funding - from government, nongovernment, and, yes,
industry sources -- helps to ensure that the most complete data are used, that the results do not stray too deeply
into the potentially biased worlds of any particular group, and that rigorous and thoughtful exchange and peer
review among experts goes on throughout the process. When dealing with topics that we are passionate about,
we all migrate toward results and outcomes that confirm our biases, even when faced with objective, measurable,
repeatable results that may not agree.

In environmental regulation, the road to green is not always a federal highway.

Scott W. Tinker is the state geologist of Texas, the director of the Bureau of Economic Geology, and the Allday
Endowed Chair in the Jackson School of Geosciences at The University of Texas at Austin.

© 2016 MRT.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Print

Posted in Oil & Gas, Top Stories on Monday, July 18, 2016 2:38 pm. Updated: 4:54 pm.

http://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article_2aé9ccaa-4d1f-11e6-93d4-0fbf447d4aae.html#user-comment-area[8/8/2016 1:17:41 PM]


http://www.mrt.com/oilreport/article_a6245fe0-51ed-11e6-9197-8f8051f0617e.html
http://www.mrt.com/oilreport/article_a6245fe0-51ed-11e6-9197-8f8051f0617e.html
http://www.mrt.com/oilreport/article_a6245fe0-51ed-11e6-9197-8f8051f0617e.html
http://www.mrt.com/oilreport/article_a86a7d6c-51ec-11e6-ae26-6741bc922616.html
http://www.mrt.com/oilreport/article_a86a7d6c-51ec-11e6-ae26-6741bc922616.html
http://www.mrt.com/oilreport/article_8f0c3aae-4ada-11e6-9ece-d3ac21bcf67f.html
http://www.mrt.com/oilreport/article_8f0c3aae-4ada-11e6-9ece-d3ac21bcf67f.html
http://www.mrt.com/terms
http://www.mrt.com/business/oil
http://www.mrt.com/top_stories
http://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article_2a69ccaa-4d1f-11e6-93d4-0fbf447d4aae.html?mode=print
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CPhq9JsyoV6aDIYWRBf3Wq_gDuNW4nEaitePrrAPd2R4QASC744ckYMnW5YzkpPAToAG-krr8A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDmQSqBMwBT9DvtPvQOUBsED-zBRwcjjmKEZNXqbwQLcwHqidj2ZFDs-4UU2FlxY7BtUWiD8gie92adJSZZ025ipO8JtGZrm30Ifec30Eaci6XXS8aAYR1SYF6uQ-OZr4I3kUNn66hpi23uP9Rcde28UWRnzjdxIQP-ltXZGg3A7mR6j1jP_eK1aB7sZsSjy87eEHvkFHaVZbWbLwl0Ys9CswhgSiXjyVw7NEPSGjbD5KrkiZgdHo8g1lpL1XtinTeVwXnSzf9Ob3MitAtb_TxFRfJ4AQBiAYBoAYCgAeq7cUDqAeBxhuoB6a-G9gHAdgTCA&num=1&cid=CAASEuRotq0wk9zq_YlLgpqPQO9Wzg&sig=AOD64_3rxpwcilCVk9Z56ho3qtBRhmLYVg&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D115088731466%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttp://www.fi.com/weballey/alleyletter.aspx%3Fcountry%3DUS%26wherefrom%3Dgoogs%24nopop%26PC%3DGOOGD26E29%26CC%3D8894%26tycode%3Dfi30

Opinion: On oil and gas, Texas knows what'’s best for Texas - MRT.com: Oil & Gas

Sponsored Content

How To Fix Your Fatigue And Get More Enter Your Name, Wait 15 Seconds, The

Energy Results Are Shocking!
Gundry MD Instant Checkmgt_e_}

LR
(RN .
Trump's 1Q Will Shock You

2016 Trucks Of The Year ‘

Choice or Life Yahoo Search
Recommended by ®utbrain

Promoted Stories Trending Now
. Maternity Leave in Texas Explained . MRT goes to Wienerschnitzel

LeaveGuide.com . Midland firm to pay $439,000 in back wages
- Why Donald Trump Avoids Talking About . Mom gets 40 years in prison in death of girl

His Daughter Tiffany found in fridge

LifeDaily

. Former bookkeeper indicted in connection with
. Forget Your 401k If You Own A Home (Do million-dollar scheme

This Instead)

OneSmartPenny.com

. 10 Secrets That Your Body Odors Reveals
About Your Health

Lifescript

Banks "Outraged" by Brilliant Home Payoff
Method

Live Smarter Journal

The Most Revealing Red Carpet Looks of
All Time

TVGuide.com

. MPD makes arrest for theft of MFD truck,
recovers stolen property

. Completions for August 7

Recommended by ®utbrain

Welcome to the discussion.

Screen Name or Email

Password

http://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article_2aé9ccaa-4d1f-11e6-93d4-0fbf447d4aae.html#user-comment-area[8/8/2016 1:17:41 PM]


http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804277&ad=804277
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804277&ad=804277
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804277&ad=804277
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804277&ad=804277
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804277&ad=804277
http://tracking.instantcheckmate.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&s1=&s2=
http://tracking.instantcheckmate.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&s1=&s2=
http://tracking.instantcheckmate.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&s1=&s2=
http://tracking.instantcheckmate.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&s1=&s2=
http://tracking.instantcheckmate.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&s1=&s2=
http://choiceorlife.com/smartest-dumbest-u-s-presidents-ranked-by-iq-score/?utm_campaign=col-mob-us-pri1&utm_source=outbrain&utm_content=21785c
http://choiceorlife.com/smartest-dumbest-u-s-presidents-ranked-by-iq-score/?utm_campaign=col-mob-us-pri1&utm_source=outbrain&utm_content=21785c
http://choiceorlife.com/smartest-dumbest-u-s-presidents-ranked-by-iq-score/?utm_campaign=col-mob-us-pri1&utm_source=outbrain&utm_content=21785c
http://choiceorlife.com/smartest-dumbest-u-s-presidents-ranked-by-iq-score/?utm_campaign=col-mob-us-pri1&utm_source=outbrain&utm_content=21785c
https://search.yahoo.com/search?p=2016%20trucks
https://search.yahoo.com/search?p=2016%20trucks
https://search.yahoo.com/search?p=2016%20trucks
https://search.yahoo.com/search?p=2016%20trucks
http://leaveguide.com/paid-maternity-leave-in-texas/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=outbrain
http://leaveguide.com/paid-maternity-leave-in-texas/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=outbrain
http://www.lifedaily.com/22-things-you-never-knew-about-donald-trumps-kids/#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_term=5185871&utm_campaign=OB-TrumpKids
http://www.lifedaily.com/22-things-you-never-knew-about-donald-trumps-kids/#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_term=5185871&utm_campaign=OB-TrumpKids
http://www.lifedaily.com/22-things-you-never-knew-about-donald-trumps-kids/#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_term=5185871&utm_campaign=OB-TrumpKids
https://www.onesmartpenny.com/landers/pages/harp-401-big-surprise-mobile-ob.html?utm_source=outbrain&utm_adgroup=OSP_HARP_401Surprise_Desktop&utm_term=greencheck.jpg_11f6ff_OSP_HARP_401Surprise_Desktop&utm_content=11f6ff&utm_medium=5185871&utm_placement=52843444
https://www.onesmartpenny.com/landers/pages/harp-401-big-surprise-mobile-ob.html?utm_source=outbrain&utm_adgroup=OSP_HARP_401Surprise_Desktop&utm_term=greencheck.jpg_11f6ff_OSP_HARP_401Surprise_Desktop&utm_content=11f6ff&utm_medium=5185871&utm_placement=52843444
https://www.onesmartpenny.com/landers/pages/harp-401-big-surprise-mobile-ob.html?utm_source=outbrain&utm_adgroup=OSP_HARP_401Surprise_Desktop&utm_term=greencheck.jpg_11f6ff_OSP_HARP_401Surprise_Desktop&utm_content=11f6ff&utm_medium=5185871&utm_placement=52843444
http://www.lifescript.com/health/centers/diabetes/m-slideshows/bad_body_odor_what_it_says_about_your_health.aspx?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=diabetes
http://www.lifescript.com/health/centers/diabetes/m-slideshows/bad_body_odor_what_it_says_about_your_health.aspx?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=diabetes
http://www.lifescript.com/health/centers/diabetes/m-slideshows/bad_body_odor_what_it_says_about_your_health.aspx?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=diabetes
http://t1.tkzio.com/e3028313-dfa2-4681-8545-ca65eb692b9f?utm_content=1d03ab&site=5185871&ad=60582632&title=California+Homeowners+are+in+for+a+Pleasant+Surpri&camp=refidesktop
http://t1.tkzio.com/e3028313-dfa2-4681-8545-ca65eb692b9f?utm_content=1d03ab&site=5185871&ad=60582632&title=California+Homeowners+are+in+for+a+Pleasant+Surpri&camp=refidesktop
http://t1.tkzio.com/e3028313-dfa2-4681-8545-ca65eb692b9f?utm_content=1d03ab&site=5185871&ad=60582632&title=California+Homeowners+are+in+for+a+Pleasant+Surpri&camp=refidesktop
http://www.tvguide.com/galleries/revealing-red-carpet-1083645/?ftag=ACQfaf8354&vndid=5185871
http://www.tvguide.com/galleries/revealing-red-carpet-1083645/?ftag=ACQfaf8354&vndid=5185871
http://www.tvguide.com/galleries/revealing-red-carpet-1083645/?ftag=ACQfaf8354&vndid=5185871
http://www.mrt.com/editors_picks/collection_ce45b022-5b53-11e6-8f19-8f56724d08ed.html
http://www.mrt.com/business/article_b76b1354-47b9-11e6-991d-f3672f7255b5.html
http://www.mrt.com/news/top_stories/article_19a2e402-5b56-11e6-8753-2354db7f3bfd.html
http://www.mrt.com/news/top_stories/article_19a2e402-5b56-11e6-8753-2354db7f3bfd.html
http://www.mrt.com/news/crime/article_90c39964-55cf-11e6-8f8b-a3be30e24740.html
http://www.mrt.com/news/crime/article_90c39964-55cf-11e6-8f8b-a3be30e24740.html
http://www.mrt.com/news/crime/article_c45945fe-5b3c-11e6-a3fc-3b8eeaa2f881.html
http://www.mrt.com/news/crime/article_c45945fe-5b3c-11e6-a3fc-3b8eeaa2f881.html
http://www.mrt.com/business/oil/completions/article_a5eae550-5b50-11e6-b5c1-3b7f6513808b.html

Opinion: On oil and gas, Texas knows what'’s best for Texas - MRT.com: Oil & Gas

Forgot?

Login

Need an account? Create one now.

2 comments:

Ladd posted at 2:49 pm on Tue, Jul 19, 2016.

Renewable will replace natural gas and oil as fuel sources in the future; The main

Posts: reason is they are much less expensive. Also, electricity direct from wind and sunshine
stored in batteries will create lifelong jobs that the boom and bust of fossil fuels cannot;

oil and gas will be valuable as feedstock for petrochemicals, not fuels.

Texas will benefit greatly from renewable energy. Workers will live in a new, better
more stable world with job security.

£ Log In to report. | & Link

galvarez posted at 1:27 pm on Tue, Jul 19, 2016.

) § The coal, gas and nuclear plants touted in this article also require construction, mining,

Posts: 1 | land use, power lines, shipping and transport, manufacturing, waste disposal, and other

forms of heavy industry. Those aren't unique in any way to renewables. Nor does wind

power have large impacts on birds. Exponentially larger sources of bird mortality
include cars (80 million), buildings (550 million), and pesticide poisoning (67 million).
Wind energy has the lowest impact on wildlife and habitats of any energy source,
according to a New York State Energy and Research Development Authority.
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